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On the Commission of CruCares

I wish I could sufficiently relate to you all of the dreams that have been growing in my heart over the past year about God’s power in service. Though I was only asked to head the newly forming CruCares in March of this year, I had been seriously thinking about starting a similar group at the beginning of the 2009-2010 school year. It makes me so ecstatic to see that there are others who have a vision like mine. I am so utterly grateful that you have decided to partner with me and CruCares so that God may use us all to advance his kingdom on Earth. Thank you for your help and commitment, because I know that God is pleased to use willing hands and eager hearts. 
I. What is CruCares

The goal of CruCares is to help serve and advance the Kingdom of God here on Earth in whatever way possible; in this case, through Christ-centered service. What follows is the amorphous vision of CruCares that I have been developing in my heart and head. I want to lay everything out from the get go to be certain that we are all on the same page at the start.

CruCares is formally meant to be the service arm of Campus Crusade, but will be open to people with no affiliation with Crusade at all. We will partner with different ministries and organizations throughout the community of Durham, e.g. DurhamCares, in their efforts to reach the poor and needy in our city. DurhamCares is a volunteer networking organization that helps the people in Durham who want to serve their city get connected with the right groups and people. We will have a similar role, designed specifically for students at Duke. We will partner with other organizations in Durham who are serving the community and will try to match interested students with the service opportunity that best suits them. So far, people have expressed interest in working with a Durham prison ministry, food pantries, and lots of tutoring kids. All of this service will be done in the name of Christ, but how we go about this is still an ever changing feature.
Above all, it is imperative to keep our love for Christ and his righteous will at the forefront of our minds in all we do. I have no idea where this will take us in the future. Whether CruCares continues to grow for the next three years here at Duke or loses support by end of the year and slowly fades, I can only speculate; nevertheless, I count all a success as long as we work as closely aligned with the Spirit’s divine guidance in our lives as possible. From there, even our weaknesses become useful for the Father’s will (2 Cor. 12:7-10).
II. Theological Conviction

Regardless of whether CruCares is a great idea or not, we have no hope of success apart from God’s holy power. The desire to found a service group of some sort has been weighing on my heart and the hearts of many others for a while now. We must be committed to helping it become as effective as possible so that our own disorganization and inefficiency may be of no hindrance to God’s Kingdom come in Duke and Durham. To achieve said goal of bringing our Lord’s Kingdom just a little closer to home, our plan of attack will be two-fold: an attempt to ease the suffering of the Durham needy, and an effort to bring the non-believing students on campus in close contact with the church of Christ at Duke.
A.  Durham Community
We are exhorted throughout the entirety of the Old and New Testaments to love the poor man and to care for the needs of his body. As God speaks the law to Moses on Mt. Sinai in the desert, he tells them to treat the alien as if they were of Israel. This is coupled along with a mandate to deal fairly with the needy (Ex 22:21-25). The writer of Psalm 146 tells us that God is for the cause of the oppressed and gives generously to them. In Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, he talks about how we should give to the needy in humble quietness, taking it as an apparent given that we will give to the needy in the first place (Matt. 6:2-4). James, Peter, John, and Paul, four Apostles of the risen Christ who go about their ministries in markedly different ways, find easy agreement on their conviction to care for the needs of the poor (Gal. 2:9-10). Of this fact there is no doubt in my mind: to serve God means to serve the poor, thereby instilling at least some hope of the coming kingdom in each life we meet.
B.  Duke Community

As much as I would like to have a say in the matter, the truth remains that no one can bring people closer to Christ besides Christ. All that we can do as his followers is to be the greatest example of him we possibly can, both in our work and our relaxation. As pertaining to CruCares, before us lies an awesome opportunity. Students at Duke are ceaselessly searching for productive ways to fill their time, often through volunteer activity. As an effective volunteer networking medium, CruCares can help non-believing students find placements that work for them. By working through us, students will be in close contact with believers on campus and hopefully with Christ by observing the way we work with and alongside one another. The most effective way to involve non-Christian students is by each of us personally inviting our friends to serve alongside us. Being able to work with a familiar and friendly face is much more appealing and engaging than simply being placed by some umbrella organization.
More than anything, we want anyone who takes a look at CruCares to clearly see that it is made up of a group of people who truly care for one another. Jesus states in John 13 that we will be identified as his disciples by the love we have for one another (vv. 34-35). Also, 1 John commands us throughout the entire letter to love each other. By the love we have for one another, a love reflective and derived from the Father’s love for us, God’s name will be glorified (1 John 3:16). In reaching our school for Christ, we can only exemplify the Lord’s name through our actions and words so that God may make the increase in his own time (1 Cor. 3:7). CruCares is meant to be a gateway into the larger community of Christians where God’s love will hopefully be made clearer than ever before.
III. Where we go from here

I’m stoked about having a team that’s willing to join with me in making this organization the best it can be. As we continue further in the semester, please, please pray for this ministry. The Lord may choose to work through us regardless of our faithfulness in prayer, but we are commanded to pray in the Spirit at all times and for all things. In this way, may we bring glory to God in our hearts. 
Also, if you have any ideas of groups you’d like to work with, please write them down so we can talk about it when we meet up next semester. We’ll hopefully be getting some help with this through DurhamCares, but if you know of anything, we can discuss it.
Finally, it is vitally important that we try and involve new freshmen! Freshmen are young, impressionable, and ready to start their college experience off with a bang. They generally have more time and lots of enthusiasm which are great qualities for any sort of service. We want each freshman to find a way to serve, so let’s focus hard on them as an organization while not neglecting the upperclassmen we know as well.
I hope you all enjoy the rest of your semester. Next year will be great I believe. If you have questions, pressing concerns, email me at hines.harrison@gmail.com. I’ll see you all soon.
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